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  William Bedford deticated this book to 'Jo' who was born on 

September 5th 1973 and died at a very young age of 15 in October 

30th 1988.

I assume that the author wrote this book about him and as a 

warning to others. 

     The Plot:  The story begins with an unfortunate encounter of 14 

year old Jo and his kid brother Ben, who with a ton of bad luck 

meet Rainbow and Ash.

 Rainbow and Ash are teenage brothers who's life style contains       

of stealing cars, vandalising automobiles and properties and 

harrassing people. 

The "bad" brothers take a liking to Jo and Ben because of their 

innocent virgin-like looks and their "goody-goody" way of acting.

But Jo and Ben want nothing to do with them and try to avoid them 

as much as possible. Jo makes a horrible mistake and purposely 

forgets a meeting that he had swore he would come to.

Furiously Rainbow and Ash kidnap Ben and  threaten Jo to show 

pictures that they had taken of Ben riding in the back of their 

Mazda 440 and send them to the police.

Jo, not wanting to upset his hard working Mother, agrees to join 

them in their escapades.

The near death experiences and the constant adrenalin kicks 

form a rut in Jo and joyriding becomes an everyday thing.

In the process Jo meets Ash's girlfriend, a beautiful yet ice cold (no 

feelings) former joyrider, who in the begining is bragging about the 

fun of joyridding but ends up trying to pursuade Jo to not continue

Jo nearly dies in the end and asumes that his newly made friends

have died, but Jo later finds out that they are alive and hooks up 

with them again for one last time to do what has never been 

successfully done before. Foolishly Jo decides to go along with 

them and they race their cars on a pier and stop on the edge, the 

first to stop looses. Jo watches as Ash and rainbow plunge into 

their death. What started as a threat turned into a tragic friendship.

 The main characters are Jo, Ben, Rainbow, Ash, Leanne and 

Jo's and Ben's Mother, (whose name is never mentioned.)

Jo:  is a rather shy guy who does'nt dare to speak out when 

intimadated and when he does he is usually put down or 

threatend to keep his mouth shut.
Although he is quite brave at certain times throughout the book, 

like when it comes time to protect his family.  (But are'nt we all?)

Ben: likes to speak what's on his heart. And he usually does so 

without a second thought. He get's himself easily into trouble and  

expects his older brother to get him out of it.

Ash:  is a "macho-man". Always willing to show off and will take a 

dare without hesitating. A typical "rough'n'tough" guy, always 

dressing in black and lighting a cigarette every five minutes.

He has a dark sense of humor, if any at all. The book pictures him 

as a fatherly guy, because his parents ran out on him and 

Rainbow when they were just kids leaving thier grand'ma to take 

care of them. Their Grand'ma, although loving and caring, 

introduced them to a world of crime.

She had her own little band of robbers that were children, that stole 

clothes for her.

She would then resale the clothes making a full profit.

When she died the boy's refused to move to foster homes and ran 

away and have been living in camp cars for several years until they 

became of age. During that time Ash "raised" his younger brother 

Rainbow. 

Rainbow: is cheerful most of the time, bright and happy.

Although being raised by a person thats only a few years older 

than yourself is not the best.

Rainbow likes Jo and stands up for him. Once when Ash came 

raging at Jo because he had mentioned his Grand'ma in a

negative way and tried to bash Jo's head in.

Leanne: is someone that I would respect. The way the book 

describes her makes her sound sort of dangerous in a threatening 

way. Like, mess with me and..! I think that it has to do with that her 

boyfriend is "Mr. Mean".

The Mother: works at night and sleeps during the day. That 

means that she hardly spends quality time with her two children.

There is a complete lack of communication between the three.

She work's in a factory and has a low salary and her manners are 

those of a low class person. 

You would think that the moral of the book would be that 

vandalism is not good and joy riding is a stupid thing to do.

But it does'nt, in fact it does the opposite. It lead me to believe that 

the characters that were joy riding were heroes. It glorified burning 

cars, but it mainly glorified Grand Theft Auto, 

a severe crime in the United States. 

   The author did an ok job describing the characters. He was brief, 

yet described the people in details.

He also describes them doing things very well, for example.., (She 

pulled out a green laced cigarette package, and took out an 

Marlboro hundreds with a menthol flavour. You could almost smell 

the menthol from here.)
